MOTION PICTURE ASSOCLATION
OF AMERICA, m-
Hollywood 28, Calif ornia

Gladstone 6111

Fobrusyy 27, 1947

ﬁr. w velniker
Lo=fiadieo Flotures, Ins.
m ﬂeﬂh em Ma‘nt
Desy ire Helniker:
m:.mnmnmtmtimatmmﬂ‘m‘u-
day with yourself and iiessrs. and Paxton, with regerd
to the seript for your proposed pictm CRADLE OF FEAR.

A3 we advised you, the basic story seems %o meot the
requirements of the Froduetion Uode.

Eowever, there sare s fov ninor items which we bDelleve
should be changed, and which sre set forth in detall Wlow:

Fage 11: Flease change the line, "He used %o do mides."
Page 13: Ve t rewriting the line "some soldliers

S 88
n got sway with that sort of thing, %o avold any suggestion
ms this refers %o adultery.

Fage 163 We suggest changing the expression, "nigger® .

yage 18h: Please change the expression, "lousy",(used
twice) .

Page 20; In thie, and the succeeding scenss in Samusls’
apartment, please cut down the aetuml soenes of pouring
liguor and any excessive display of liguor.

Page 243 rlease change the expression, "Hot dame".

Page 2B: Please change the line, "I say muts” &s belng
on m hAssocliation's mt of forbidden wordse.

i changing the expression “kikes”.

Page 58: In this second scene in Semuels' upnmm,
plesse slao out down the smphasis inkinge
Specificelly, we suggest omitting the um. #heink up. ide
Is*n ou the house" « Also, 4% n:l.ght. be possible to bave the

ueoseding sonversstion revelve about something else besides
nquw anc drinking.
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Page 38h: Flesse omit the action of Floyd pouring a
drink, at the bottom of this page.

Page 40: Plesse omit or rewrite the dislogue, "Yoau
know wiat I'8 1ike to dot™ "let's keep it clean”.

Fage 41y Ve suggest omitting the sction of Eitehell
downing & drink in scene 89.

Fage 443 Ve suggest omtitting the line, "I had another
@m nmym:h

Page 47: We fesl 1t will be essentisl S0 make some
radionl change in this scene, which will remove any rhvm- of
prosgitution. Our nam.mum ig theat this san vhe wanders
in should definitely be indicated sa Gimny's divoroed or wppr-
rated husband who is mm to wi.n her bLRoke |

Ag indlested tvw &t the conference, in its present
form we believe it 4 not be approved.

Page G2: We Buggest omitting the alalogue, "M
got to have & drink. lLet me have & drink, won't 7'::31'

Fage 53: We suggest changing the expression, "yYid."

Fags 55: We suigest mttm thie mdorliam words in
the line, "I got inea Jam with & girl

It is md»uzm ¢f course, that there will be neo suge
gestion of & "pansy” charecterization esbout Samuels or his
relationship with the soldiers.

Page Dé~B: This beating of Floyd should be bandled in
such & way as to aveld exeessive brutality.

Page Gl=-68;: We su uest the possibility of some other
phrase to replace "iHe pleked up & girl”.

Fage GB: Ve suggest changing Mary's line, “everything
will be a.ll right”, g0 as to avold any possible flavor of
condonation.

Page 68; Ve suggest rowi.t!.n&, Ginny's 1ine, "I was
with a t ef men tonight.” .

Fage Tl: We suigest mi%inﬁ, or rewrlting lary's line,
"tut thaet doesn't mmtter anymore.

Fage Té: Ve suggest omitting the dinlogue, "He wasn't
here with me -~-- Dut what if he wes? Vhet would be wrong
with thati"®
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Ere Heolniker - Fage 3 Februayy 2%, 1947

Page T5: We suggest rewriting the line, "I met her at
the Dragon == sams a8 everybody else=-=",

age 62: We suggest rewriting the line, "But they
aren't sweethsarta®.

in mlmlm, we assume ma you will make certalin
that nothing m the finished plecture will cause any complaint
from the mr vepartment.

e also direct your partioular attention to the nuﬂ for
the gresatest possible care in the selection and photographling
of the dresses and costumes for your women. 7The ?roﬁwt on
Code makes 1t mandatory that the intimate parts of the body
spesifically, the breasts of women -- be fully covered at
all times. Any comproemise with this regulation will compel
uwe to withhold epproval of your pleture.

You understand, of course, that owr finel Judgment will
be based upon the finished pleture.
Cordially yours,

Joseph I. ireen

Palia Un page 1, we zu gest the advisabllity of omitting tie
name of Jesus Christ in the opening marration, in view of the
fact that in i%s present context, being mentioned along with
Genghis Khan snd Attils the fan, u might prove highly of-
fensive te religlous-mind

¢y dire Hs 7+ Rathvon lire Lo sutt/

fire De ire Le
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Joseph Breen to Harold Melnicker, July 27, 1947.
Courtesy Adrian Scott Papers, American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming-Laramie.



